
Early Childhood Special Education
Building a Solid & Broad Foundation for Lifelong Learning

 Who We Are a nd What We Do

SEAPCO's Early Childhood Special Education classrooms are designed to focus 
on addressing the needs of children ages 3-6 who are experiencing 
developmental delays in identified areas.  Curriculum will be individualized based 
on student identified needs.  

Who We Serve

Services  in  the  ea rly  ch ildhood  specia l  educa tiona l  p rogram  s  a re  p rovided  in  
var ious  ways .  Services  p rovided  a re  des igned  to  supply  specia lized  
ins t ruct ion  tha t  can  facilit a t e  ch ild ren 's  overa ll  deve lopment .   Studen t s  in  an  
ea r ly  ch ildhood  specia l  educa t iona l  se t t ing  have  an  Ind ividua lized  Educa t iona l  
P lan  (IEP)  which  will  include  goa ls  tha t  a re  a ligned  to  the  ch ild ’s  iden t ified  
need(s ).  Recommendat ions  fo r  appropr ia te  se rvices  a re  de te rmined  by  the  
ind ividua l  educa t iona l  t eam fo llowed  b  y  a  p lay  based  assessment  if  deem  ed  
necessa ry.  Based  on  a  specia l  educa t ion  eva lua t ion ,  if  the  s tuden t  is  iden t ified  
with  sign ifican t deve lopmenta l de lays or anothe r iden tified d isab ility the team 
will de te rmine  how to  bes t  mee t  the  ch ild 's  ind ividua l  needs .         

The Early Special Education Experience

If  a  s tuden t  ages  3 -6  has  bee  n  de te rmined  to  need  an  Ind ividua l  Educa t iona l  
P lan  (IEP)  the  t eam will  de te rmine  how to  mee t  the  ch ild ’s  iden t ified  a rea (s )  
o f  need .   De lays  in  deve lopment  may  occur  in  the  fo llowing  a rea (s ):  
speech / language ,  motor  and /o r  phys ica l,  emot iona l  and  socia l,  cogn it ive ,  
hear ing /vis ion  and /or  hea lth .   Depending  on  the  ch ild ’s  needs  the  t eam will  
de te rmine  if  the  ch ild  will  be  p laced  in  the  ea r ly  ch ildhood  specia l  educa t ion  
se lf-con ta ined  class room or  the  b r igh t  fu ture  b lended  class room  .    

The  ear ly  ch ildhood  specia l  educa t ion  class room is  a  class room includ ing  no  
m ore  than  ten  studen ts  with  Ind ividua l  Educa tiona l  Plans.   The  studen ts  will  
lea rn  based  upon  the ir  ind ividua l  needs  in  a  small  g roup ,  r ich  lea rn ing  
se t t ing .  Students  will  have  the  oppor tun ity  to  lea rn  th rough  adult  and  peer  
model  p lay,  and  s t ructured  funct iona l  and  academic  act ivit ies .  The  s tuden ts  
have  oppor tun it ies  to  par t icipa te  in  act ivit ies  with in  the  genera l  educa t iona l  
se t t ing with  typ ica lly  deve lop ing  pee  r s  encourag ing  peer  modeling .  

The Brigh t  Fu tures  b lended  classroom is  a  classroom includ ing  no  m  ore  than  
fift een  s tuden ts ,  five  which  may  have  Ind ividua l  Educa t iona l  P lans .  The  
class room offe r s  a  ch ild  cen te r  a tmosphere  with  a  wide  range  o f  ma te r ia ls  
fo r  a ll  lea rners .   Students  who have  Ind ividua l  Educa t iona l  P lans  will  lea rn  
based  upon  the ir  ind ividua l  needs  while  be ing  exposed  to  gene  ra lly  
deve lop ing  peers  with  the  goa l  o f  peer  ro le  modeling .      

Re la ted  se rvices  a re  p rovide  d  to  studen ts  in  e ithe r  classroom according  to  the  
studen t’s  iden tified  needs.   

Programs and Locations: 

Early Childhood Special 
Education Classrooms: 
Farmington Grade School 
Illini Bluffs Grade School 
Oak Grove School 
Pleasant Valley Primary School 

Early Childhood Bright Futures 
Blended Classrooms: 
Elmwood Grade School 
Farmington Grade School 
Illini Bluffs Grade School 
Oak Grove School 
Princeville Grade School 
Peoria Heights Grade School 

Coordinators/Contacts:

Farmington Grade School
Joe Bohannon  
jbohannon@seapco.org
(309)697-0880 ext. 214

Illini Bluffs Grade School
Ashley Strausbaugh 
astrausbaugh@seapco.org
(309) 697-0880 ext.277

Oak Grove School 
Polly Greenway  
pgreenway@seapco.org
(309)697-0880  ext.202

Pleasant Valley Primary School
Amber Buss     
abuss@seapco.org
(309)697-0880  ext.213

Elmwood Grade School
Polly Greenway  
pgreenway@seapco.org 
(309)697-0880  ext.202

Princeville Grade School
Ashley Strausbaugh  
astrausbaugh@seapco.org
(309)697-0880 ext.277

Peoria Heights Grade School 
Becky Shover 
bshover@seapco.org  
(309) 697-0880 ext.  264
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